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Fescarch has shown thal the proper design amd
elfective use of the built envivonment can leail
toa reduction in both the opportunity for erime
and fear af crime, Through their involvement

in design and construction, architects, planners
and builders can influence the creation of safer
neighbourhoods ol communities, This pamphlet
provides a general overview of Crime Prevention
Throusgh Ensvivomnmental Design (CFTED) for
protessionals who work in urban design devel-
opment and related areas, 11 is not meant (o be
an exbaustive analvsis or a checklisi,

What is CFTED?

CIMTED i ancapproach w plansing amd develap
mend thal reduces opportunities for crime,

Communilivs, neighhourhoods, individoal
homes, and other buildings, streets, and parks
can all Te made safer through the application of
desipn principles that male it more diffical 1o
carry ol inappropriate activities,

CITED can medduee ceime and tear throngh;

Tervltorfatity - Tostering vestidents" interaction,
vigilance, and control over their neighbourhoml

Surveillance - maximizing the ability to spol
sugpicicus peaple and activities

Activity support - encouraging the intended use
al public space by residenis

Hievarehy of space - identifyiog ownevship by
delineating private space from public space
through real or symbolic boundaries

Access comtrol/target hivvdening - nsing
physical barriers, security devices and lamper-
resislant materials 1o restrict entrance

Enefvonreent - o design or location decision that
ks info account the surrounding eovironment

W
and mindmizes the use of space by contlicling [

Brons

Barge/Madsetenance - eosuring that a builiing
ararea 18 clean, well-maintained, and graffi-free

What is the vole of CPTED?

CPTED s part of a comprehensive approach (o
crime prevention, By crphasizing mmlifcations
Lo the physical envivonmaent, il complements
communily-based policing, Block Waich, and
social programs that address some of the oo
canses of eriminal bebaviour.

What are the main steps in
CPTED projects?

L) engage the suppart of residents anid ather
kev partmers

2} identify crime and disovder problems in and
arouml the site

Al analyse curvent or proposed design based on
exbstng celme problems and potential erbminal
apporiunilies

A4 develop preventive or corrective design
OpLions
51 carey oul preferred option

O) monitor and evaluate how the implemented
option affects crime, resident surveillance, [
interaction, and territoriality

1 digaeminale and promote evaluation resolls

When can CPTED be applied?

CPTED can be applicd to identily and remove
potential problems in proposed developments,
Hean alse be used 1o cormect existing design
preahlems thal may nvite erime,
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What are seme CPTED tactics?

Weighbowrhoods:

« minimize the number of entry and exit points
on a block

« design roadways 1o discourage through-traffic

« maximize residents’ ahility to view public
ETHACES

« pneourage residents’ use of public spaces

+ provide appropriate lighting tor streets, paths,
allevs, and parks

+ pneourage residents to warch over each other

Hrnprgers:

= clearly delineate private property (e.g., vard,
driveway, walkway) from public space {e.g.,
strect, sidewalld] through shrubbery, alternate
paving stone colour, and changes in grade

+ provide unobstructed views of surrounding
area

+ ensure entrances are visible and overlooked
by window

« avoid landscaping that may conceal offenders

+ install bright security lights

+ use golid-core exerion doors

+ use solid door frames with proper strilke plates

Apartment buildings:

+ provide commaon spaces to encourage tenant
interaction
minimize the number of units sharing a
COMITLON enirance

* equip entrances with an intercom system

« ensure hallways are well-lit

+ inatall deadbalt locks and peep holes on
unit doors

+ provide children’s areas that can be easily
observed

provide windows thal allow for surveillance
in laundry rooms

Parking lots and garages:

« avoid enclosed, underground, multi-slory
garages

« install bright lights over drving lanes ani
parking spaces

+ use paint to increase light levels

« control access and egress with antomatic
doors and gates

+ avoid pillars and recesses that may hide
offenders,

Publie sperees:

« encourage use by legitimate users

+ avoid placing dark, and or hidden areas near
activity nodes

+ install appropriate lighting

« avoid placing covered outdeor areas where
loitering may be a problem

Who are other key CFTED
partners!

CPTED works hest when fully supported by the
community, Other key partners include:

+ pefghbourhood residents: who can make
their communities safer through participation
in the development and implementation of
CITED-based strategies for crime prevention

« pew home buyers: who can ask for a home
built to CPTED principles

« apartment mlding managers: who can
prganize the safety of tenants

+ elected officials: who can encourage the
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